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SUBJECT: CALLAGHAN VISIT TO BOTSWANA 

REE: LUSAKA 0027 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

1. SUMMARY: BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY CALLAGHAN HAS COMPLETED 
SUCCESSEUL TWO-DAY VISIT TO BOTSWANA AND DEPARTED LATE MORNING 
OF JAN 4 FOR PORT ELIZABETH MEETING WITH VORSTER AND BACK 

TO LUSAKA. END SUMMARY. 

2. SUCCESSFUL CALLAGHAN VISIT TO BOTSWANA WAS HIGHLIGHTED BY 
MEETINGS WITH MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MOGWE 
AND PRESIDENT SIR SERETSE KHAMA, DINNER HOSTED BY MOGWE, AND 
WIND-UP PRESS CONEERENCE SHORTLY BEFORE TAKEOFF AT ABOUT 1 130 
JAN 4 FOR JOHANNESBURG AND PORT ELIZABETH MEETING WITH VORSTER. 
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3. AT PRESS CONFERENCE MOGWE CALLED CALLAGHAN MEETING WITH 
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VORSTER A "GOOD THING" AND RECOMMENDED THAT A CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION BE HELD SOON ON RHODESIA WITH CALLAGHAN IN THE CHAIR. 

HE SUGGESTED THAT LONDON WOULD BE AN ACCEPTABLE SITE FOR SUCH 
A MEETING. 

4. IT WAS CONFIRMED THAT CALLAGHAN WOULD BE RETURNING TO LUSAKA 
TONIGHT (JANUARY 4) AFTER VORSTER MEETING, BUT CALLAGHAN, HIMSELF, 
SAID HE WAS NOT SURE WHO HE WOULD BE SEEING THERE. HE NOTED THAT 
CONVERSATIONS ON POSSIBLE FURTHER CONTACTS IN LUSAKA WERE BEING 
HELD WITH ZAMBIANS AND HE WAS NOT AWARE OF ANY RESULTS AT THE 
TIME OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE. 

5. BOTH RADIO BOTSWANA AND BRITISH EMBASSY HAVE CONFIRMED THAT 
A MEETING TOOK PLACE JANUARY 3 WITH RHODESIAN MINORITY LEADER 
TIM GIBBS. 

6. COMMENT: CALLAGHAN VISIT HAS BEEN PLAYED IN GENERALLY LOW-KEY 
HERE PARTLY BECAUSE NEARLY ALL SENIOR LEVEL GOVERNMENT LEADERS AND 
OFFICIALS REMAIN ON CHRISTMAS LEAVE OUT OF THE CITY. FOR EXAMPLE, 

THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF ONLY FLEW IN THIS MORNING (JANUARY 4) FOR 
MEETING WITH CALLAGHAN, LEAVING MOGWE TO HOST SMALL DINNER LAST 
NIGHT. BRITISH ALSO TELL US PRESIDENT VETOED ANODYNE COMMUNIQUE 
WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN ALONG THE LINES OF THE ONE RELEASED ON 
DEPARTURE FROM LUSAKA. WE WILL BE SEEKING DURING COURSE 

OF THE WEEK TO OBTAIN MORE DETAILS OF THE EXCHANGE BETWEEN 
CALLAGHAN AND HIS BOTSWANA HOSTS. 

BOLEN 
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